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through the bad times. Moreover, on the North-East
Coast generally there is much ship-repairing, which does not
lend itself to standardisation. Finally, all reports of
.recent years on Tyneside point with pride to two notable
engineering firms which, though indirectly (in one case)
connected with shipping, go far behind it and beyond it.
These are A. Reyrolle & Co. and C. A. Parsons & Co., and
their story is one of the most satisfying in recent industrial
history.
A. Reyrolle, of French descent, first decided to make
switch gear in his little workshop at Tottenham, where he
worked out the fundamental ideas and basic policy which
eventuated in the present metal-clad switch gear. He had
begun to sell switch gear even while in London, and so when
the lease of his buildings there ran out he was faced with the
problem of finding a new site. Influenced by the fact that
orders might be forthcoming from the North-Eastern
Electric Supply Company, he came up to Hebburn and
converted his business into a limited company. Work was
begun for Carville Sub-station, Wallsend (the first metal-
clad switch being put into commission 1906), and with this
initial impulse the firm got under way. Though a few
subsidiary products were manufactured at first, these were
soon abandoned in favour of the central commodity, switch
gear, and even the jig and tool department, which for a time
accepted work from outside, quickly became absorbed in
work for the firm's exclusive internal use.
From a small business supplying local needs Reyrolle's
grew into a large business with a world-wide market. The
rapid growth of sales was due to two things: (i) and fore-
most, the birth of commercial electricity, and (2) the careful
design of the product itself. In the last 50 years the
generation and transmission of electricity have advanced at
an ever-increasing rate, and therewith the problems that
inevitably attend on rapid progress. Metal-clad switch
gear was found to be eminently suited to meet new complexi-
ties because, even though the gear might break down in
service, by its design the operator, while handling it under
normal conditions, was rendered immune from electric shock.
Perfect safety of the operator and uninterrupted transmission